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FM USMISSION NATO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2237 

SECRETUSNATO 1501 

EXDIS 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY HARTMAN; DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS TO 
DEFENSE FOR ASD(ISA) MCAULIFFE 

FROM AMBASSADOR STRAUSZ-HUPE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: NATO, AWACS 
SUBJECT: NATO AEW 

REF: USNATO 1500 DTG 161840Z MAR 77 

1 . PARAS 7 THROUGH 9 OF THE REFERENCE TELEGRAM DESCRIBE 
HOW LUNS REVEALED TO PERMREPS ON MARCH 16 THAT HE HAD 
INFORMATION INDICATING THAT THE CURRENT BROWN-LEBER MEETING 
IN WASHINGTON MIGHT BE ADDRESSING THE SUBJECT OF A FALLBACK 
POSITION ON NATO AEW. SINCE HE APPARENTLY RECEIVED HIS 
INFORMATION FROM HILL-NORTON, LUNS MAY ALSO KNOW THE DE- 
TAILS OF SUCH A POSSIBLE OR PROPOSED FALLBACK. 

2. YOU WILL. I KNOW, UNDERSTAND FULLY THE AWKWARD EFFECT 
OF THIS DEVELOPMENT ON THE PRIVATE NATO AEW RELATIONSHIP 
THAT AMBASSADOR PAULS AND I ESTABLISHED SEVERAL WEEKS AGO 
AT YOUR DIRECTION. CERTAINLY I HAVE RECEIVED NO OFFI- 
CIAL WARNING THAT SOMETHING NEW AND DIFFERENT ON NATO 
AEW WAS MOVING TO HIGH LEVELS FOR CONSIDERATION. IF I 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 NATO 01501 161918Z 

HAD, PAULS AND I MIGHT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO WORK OUT A 
JOINT APPROACH TO LUNS THAT WOULD HAVE DEFUSED HIM. AS 
IT WAS, I COULD ONLY 

TRY DISCOURAGING LUNS FROM RAISING THE SUBJECT ON 
THE GENERAL GROUND THAT IT WOULD BE BEST TO AWAIT THE 
OUTCOME OF THE BROWN-LEBER TALKS. 

3. 1 KNOW THAT YOU WILL LET ME HAVE THE DETAILED OUT- 
COME OF THE BROWN-LEBER DISCUSSION OF NATO AEW AS SOON 
AS YOU CAN, SO THAT THE ALLIES HERE WILL FEEL THAT THEY 
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ARE HEARING ABOUT DEVELOPMENTS IN A WAY THAT SHOWS THE 
UNITED STATESIS BEARING MIND THEIR INTERESTS AND 
RIGHTS AS ALLIES. 

4. LUNS' "LEAK" BY ITSELF WILL NOT KILL AEW, BUT IT STRIKES 
ME AS ESPECIALLY UNFORTUNATE FOR IT TO HAVE OCCURRED 
PRIOR TO THE BEGINNING OF THE SECOND DAY OF THE CONVER- 
SATIONS BETWEEN MINISTER LEBER AND SECRETARY BROWN. 

STRAUSZ-HUPE 

SECRET 
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